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North  Shore  Fires 
Concern  Cambodians 


Sundara  Som,  Revert  Board  of  Health  Southeast  Asian  liaison  points  to  site  of  Highland  Ave.  fires. 
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by  Catherine  Anderson 

Among  Cambodians,  the  frequency  of 
life-threatening  fires  in  Lowell,  Chelsea 
and  Revere  has  brought  to  light  a  range  of 
concerns-  public  safety,  housing  condi¬ 
tions,  and  racial  harrassment. 

A  suspicious  December  24th  fire  in 
Lowell  killed  sixteen  year  old  Charya 
Ou,  her  twelve  year-old  sister  Thida,  and 
their  mother,  47  year-old  Phally  Ou.  In 
Revere,  11  Cambodians  and  their 
families  were  left  homeless  when  a  Dec. 
14  fire  ravaged  three  apartment  buildings 
on  Highland  Ave.  Gasoline  was  found  in 
a  vacant  building  where  the  fire  started. 
Arson  has  not  yet  been  ruled  out.For- 
tunately,  no  one  was  injured. 

In  Chelsea,  on  Dec.  18,  a  fire  that 
ravaged  a  three  story  brick  apartment, 
has  displaced  10  Cambodians.  No  one 
was  hurt,  but  whoever  reported  the  fire 
made  the  mistake  of  calling  911.  In 
Chelsa,  the  fire  department  is  not  yet 
hooked  up  to  a  911  line,  and  has  a 


separate  emergency  number.  The  call 
was  routed  to  another  state  before  the 
Chelsea  fire  department  received  it.  Fire 
investigators  have  determined  that  the 
fire  was  caused  by  accident. 

Peter  Seyla  Chea,  director  of  the  Cam¬ 
bodian  Community  of  Massachusetts  in 
Chelsea,  an  advocacy  organizationserv¬ 
ing  Cambodians,  said  his  agency  is 
monitoring  the  arson  investigation  in 
Lowell  and  Revere.  “We  have  no  idea  if 
it  is  discrimination,  but  we  want  to  be 
sure  we  know  what  happened.” 

A  few  days  after  the  Lowell  fire, 
Chhean  Ou,  who  lost  his  wife  and  two 
daughters  blamed  firefighters  for  not  res¬ 
cuing  his  family  because  they  are  Cambo¬ 
dian.  Recently,  he  retracted  the  accusa¬ 
tion  through  a  statement  read  publicly  by 
this  attorney. 

At  the  time  of  the  fire,  Ou  was  able  to 
get  his  two  boys  to  safety,  but  was 
restrained  from  rushing  back  in  the  bum- 
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Chinatown  Murders  Raise  Cry  for  More  Police 


Chinatown’s  efforts  to  squelch  its  old 
image  as  a  crime  haven  were  recently 
challenged  by  last  week’s  fatal  shootings. 
On  Tuesday,  Jan.  8,  Stephen  Huy  Tan 
was  shot  in  his  home  at  231  Harrison 
Ave.  On  Saturday  morning,  Jan.  12,  five 
men  were  killed  and  one  was  critically 
wounded  at  an  after  hours  social  club  on 
Tyler  St.  Just  a  few  days  earlier,  across 
the  street  from  the  Saturday  morning 
murders,  members  of  the  Chinatown 
Crimewatch  had  met  with  Deputy 
Superintendent  Robert  Hayden  to  request 
beefed-up  patrols  of  the  area. 

“We’ve  fought  long  and  hard  to  give 
Chinatown  a  good,  stable  image  after  be¬ 
ing  synonymous  with  the  Combat  Zone 
for  so  long,”  said  George  Joe,  director  of 
the  Chinatown/South  Cove 
Neighborhood  Council  (CNC)  who  coor¬ 


dinates  the  Chinatown  Crimewatch.  “ 
Now  these  slayings  happen,  and  some 
people  may  be  afraid  to  come  to 
Chinatown.  That  stinks.  It’s  one  step 
backwards.” 

At  press  time,  the  police  had  identified 
three  slain  victims:  Cuong  Khang  Luu 
26,  Man  Cheong  55,  of  Tyler  Street,  and 
Van  Tran,  31,  of  Boca  Raton,  Fla.  Police 
would  not  release  the  name  of  the  surviv¬ 
ing  victim  or  who  is  currently  in  critical 
condition  at  an  undisclosed  hospital. 
Ming  Yee  Sung,  Sampan  Chinese  editor 
spoke  with  Wing  Wah  Lee,  chairman  of 
the  Lee  Family  Association  on  Monday, 
who  said  his  son  Pak  Wing  Lee  is  the  sur¬ 
viving  victim.  Lee  said  his  son  was  pro¬ 
bably  not  a  target  in  the  shooting. 

Chinatown’s  Neighborhood 
Crimewatch  was  initiated  last  spring  by 

i 


resident  and  business  people  who  meet 
monthly  with  Boston  Police  Officers 
from  Area  A  to  address  long-standing 
problems  with  prostitution  and  muggings. 
At  last  week’s  meeting,  Hayden  offered 
no  more  news  on  the  police  investigation 
of  Tan’s  murder,  but  added  that  he  would 
make  Chinatown  a  higher  priority  for 
police  coverage.  At  the  same  time,  he  en¬ 
couraged  anyone  who  had  information  on 
Tan’s  murder  to  call  the  Boston  Police 
Area  A  office.  “We  want  to  com¬ 
municate  better  with  the  Chinese  people, 
who  sometimes  have  a  desire  to  solve 
problems  by  themselves.” 

For  some  Chinatown  residents  and 
those  who  work  in  the  neighborhood, 
better  communication  is  not  enough. 
Thomas  Chan,  an  attorney  whose  office 
is  a  few  doors  from  the  club  where  the 


murders  occurred,  blames  Boston  Police 
for  ignoring  Chinatown’s  long-standing 
problems  with  gangs.  “They  know 
everything,  but  they  don’t  move.”  Chan 
said  he  had  warned  the  landlord  at  85 
Tyler  St.  where  the  murders  occurred  not 
to  rent  to  the  tenants.  “They  were  even 
raided  once  already,”  said  Chan. 

While  rumors  are  flying  Chinatown 
about  the  identities  of  the  victims,  and  the 
motives  for  the  killings,  the  Boston  police 
have  been  reluctant  to  provide  updates  to 
the  press  or  community  leaders. 

Not  only  does  Chinatown  need  more 
police  presence,  said  Tom  Louie,  a 
teacher  at  the  Chinese  American  Civic 
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New  Director  Speaks  on  Taiwan  Trade ,  Culture 
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by  Catherine  Anderson 

The  country  of  Taiwan  has 
proved  to  the  Chinese  people 
that  democracy  is  better  than  the 
mainland  China  “experiment  of 
1949”  said  the  new  Director 
General  of  the  Coordination 
Council  for  North  American  Af¬ 
fairs,  James  Wen-chung  Chang, 
fairs  in  Boston,  James  Wen- 
chung  Chang. 

“We  don’t  want  a  fire  fight. 
We  will  overcome  by  our  system 
which  has  proved  successful,” 
said  ("’hang  who  was  instated  as 
Director  General  in.October. 
democracy  can  serve  as  a  model 
for  the  People’s  Republic  of 
China.  Taiwan’s  martial  law 
ended  in  1989.  The  country  has 


a  newly  elected  National 
Assembly  and  is  currently  in¬ 
troducing  constitutional 
reforms. 

Chang  was  Director  General 
of  the  Seattle  Coordination 
Council  for  North  American  Af¬ 
fairs  for  two  years  before  he 
was  assigned  the  post  in  Boston. 
He  replaces  Shi-chi  Lin  who  was 
Director  General  in  Boston  for  8 
years.  He  has  served  in  various 
diplomatic  posts  in  the  United 
States  and  Africa  since  1964. 

The  Coordination  Council  for 
North  American  Affairs  Office 
provides  protection  and 
assistance  to  Taiwanese  na¬ 
tionals  living  in  Massachusetts, 
Rhode  Island,  Vermont,  New 


Hampshire  and  Maine.  In  most 
ways,  the  office  acts  as  an  unof¬ 
ficial  Taiwan  embassy  (the 
United  States  recognizes  the 
People  Republic  of  China, 
rather  than  Taiwan;  therefore, 
no  Taiwan  embassies  exist 
here).  The  office  renews 
passports,  issues  visas  and  pro¬ 
motes  trade  and  culture  between 
Taiwan  and  New  England. 

“Taiwan  represents  cultural 
traditions,  but  people  tend  to 
have  a  wrong  or  incomplete  im¬ 
pression  because  they  haven’t 
been  there,”  said  Chang,  who 
recommends  visiting  his  country 
to  see  how  traditional  and 

Continued  on  Page  2 


Janus  Wen-chung  Chang,  new  Director  General  of  the  Coordination  Council  of 
North  American  Affairs,  Boston.  photo/CA 
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ASIAN  COMMUNITY 


Assistance  for  Music  Entry 


The  Foundation  for  Chinese 
Performing  Arts  (FCPA)  will 
provide  financial  assistance  for 
Chinese  pianists  to  participate  in 
the  9th  Robert  Casadesus  Inter¬ 
national  Piano  Competition,  to 
be  held  August  10-18,  1991,  in 
Cleveland,  Ohio.  Pianists  of 
Chinese  origin  bewteen  the  ages 
of  17  and  32  (birthday  between 
Jan.  1,  1959  and  Jan.  1,  1974) 
are  encouraged  to  send  their 
birth  certificate  ,  photograph, 
two  recommendation  letters,  ap¬ 
plication  fee  of  $30  US,  and  a 
recent  cassette  tape  which  in¬ 
cludes  the  audition  pieces  listed 
below  to  the  Robert  Casadesus 
Society  before  April  15,  1991. 
The  jury  will  choose  50  con¬ 
testants  to  enter  the  1991  Com¬ 
petition.  Chinese  pianists  who 
are  among  the  50  contestants  are 
eligible  to  apply  for  financial 
assistance  from  FCPA  for  their 
travelling  expenses. 

The  Robert  Casadesus  Inter¬ 
national  Piano  Competition, 
which  is  held  every  two  years, 
was  founded  15  years  ago  in 
honor  of  the  great  French  pianist 
Robert  Casadesus.  It  is  one  of 
the  most  prestigious  interna¬ 
tional  competitions.  The  first 
prize  winner  of  the  1991  com¬ 
petition  will  receive  a  $10,000 
cash  award,  a  New  York  recital 
debut  at  Lincoln  Center,  an  ap- 
peamace  as  soloist  withthe 
Cleveland  Orchestra,  and  other 
performances  in  Rome,  Paris, 
Lisbon,  as  well  as  two  years  of 


management  services  from  the 
Casadesus  Society.  The  second 
to  sixth  prize  winners  will 
receive  $1000  to  $4000  cash 
awards.  In  addition,  there  are 
five  special  awards.  In  homage 
to  Mozart,  and  to  commemorate 
the  Bicentennial  of  his  death,  the 
finalists  of  the  1991  Competition 
will  choose  from  three  of  his 
most  beautiful  concerti. 

The  Foundation  for  Chinese 
Performing  Arts  is  a  non-profit 
organization  registered  in  the 
Commonwealth  of 

Massachusetts.  One  of  the  main 
objectives  of  the  FCPA  is  to  pro¬ 
mote  Asian  culture  and  artists. 
In  the  1989-1990  season,  the 
Foundation  presented  several 
significant  concerts  in  Boston, 
and  a  summer  music  training 
program.  In  May  of  1991, 
FCPA  will  organize,  in  col¬ 
laboration  with  Boston  Universi¬ 
ty,  the  first  international  con¬ 
ference  on  Chinese  music. 

The  address  for  Robert 
Casadesus  International  Piano 
Competition: 

do  The  Cleveland  Institute  of 
Music 

11021  East  Boulevard 
Cleveland,  OH  44106,  USA 

The  address  for  the  Founda¬ 
tion  for  Chinese  Performing 
Arts: 

3  Partridge  Lane 
Lincoln,  Ma.  01773 

For  information,  contact  Dr. 
Catherine  T.  Chan,  Executive 
Director,  617-259-8195 


The  audition  tape  should  in¬ 
clude:  1.  Prelude  or  Fugue  from 
Bach.  2.  Classical  Sonata  from 
Hayden,  Mozart,  or 
Beethoven. 3.  Works  from  the 
19th  to  20th  century  Romantic 
period.  4.  Etude  from  Chopin, 
Liszt,  and  Debussy. 

Free  New  Year 
Calls 

Free  long-distance  calls  for 
Boston  residents:  To  help 
celebrate  the  Chinese  New 
Year,  the  Asian-American 
Chinatown  Business  Associa¬ 
tion,  the  South  Cove  Manor 
Nursing  Home,  the  Shawmut 
Bank  and  AT&T  have  joined 
hands  to  let  Boston  residents 
send  holiday  greeting  to  friend- 
sand  relatives  in  the  Far  East  at 
no  charge. 

On  Saturday,  Feb.  9  and  Sun¬ 
day,  Feb.  10,  AT&T  will  pro¬ 
vide  free  international  calling 
services  to  the  Far  East  and 
other  global  points  as  part  of  the 
Chinese  New  Year  festivities  in 
Boston.  Callers  will  be  able  to 
send  their  verbal  holiday 
greetings  for  up  to  three  minutes 
from  telephones  located  in  the 
Shawmut  Bank  branch  office  at 
61  Harrison  Ave. ,  in  the  heart  of 
Boston’s  Chinatown  district. 
Phone  lines  will  be  available 
from  8  am  to  4  pm  on  both  days. 

People  interested  in  this  inter¬ 
national  calling  offer  must 


reserve  a  time  slot  at  the  same 
time  Shawmut  Bank  branch  of¬ 
fice  anytime  beginning  on  Mon¬ 
day,  Feb.4  through  Friday  Feb. 
8  between  the  hours  of  9  am  to  3 
pm. 

When  making  a  reservation, 
callers  will  be  asked  to  provide 
their  name  and  home  telephone 
number  along  with  the  country 
code,  city  code  and  the  local 
number  to  be  dialed.  Reserva¬ 
tions  cannot  be  made  without 
this  information.  Since  a  large 
response  is  expected,  there  will 
be  a  limit  of  one  call  per  family. 

The  Chinese  New  Year  is  the 
most  important  holiday  for 
Chinese  throught  the  world,” 
said  Frank  Chin,  chairman  of 
the  Chinatown  Business 
Association.  ‘‘We  are  pleased  to 
be  partners  with  the  South  Cove 
Manor  Nursing  Home  in  this 
endeavor;  we  are  grateful  to 
AT&T  for  making  it  possible  for 
our  community  members  to  talk 
to  their  friends  and  family  in  the 
Far  East  on  this  auspicious  occa¬ 
sion  and  we  thank  the  Shawmut 
Bank  for  allowing  us  to  use  their 
facilities  for  this  project.” 


Continued  from  Page  1 

modem  customs  live  side  by 
side.  The  CCNA  office  provides 
travel  information,  and  helps 
new  Taiwan  cultural  organiza¬ 
tions  with  publicity.  Every  sum¬ 
mer  the  office  invites  teenagers 
to  go  to  Taiwan  for  summer 
camp  where  they  can  learn 
Chinese  music,  and  language. 

Since  the  late  70s,  when  rela¬ 
tions  between  the  United  States 


and  mainland  China  stabilized, 
the  relationship  between  the 
United  States  and  Taiwan  has 
been  one  of  “trial  and  error,” 
says  Chang. The  function  of  a 
Taiwanese  Embassy  was  replac¬ 
ed  with  1 1  branches  of  the  Coor¬ 
dination  Council  for  North 
American  Affairs.  No  other 
country  has  such  a  relationship 
with  the  United  States,  and 
Chang  expressed  hope  that  it 
would  not  be  permanent. 

While  not  an  official 
diplomat,  Chang  takes  on  the 
role  of  one  in  the  United  States. 
He  has  spoken  with  the  governor 
of  Vermont  about  possible  trade 
between  that  state  and  Taiwan, 
and  he  has  met  with  other  New 
England  legislators  on  trade 
issues.  His  goal  is  to  encourage 
the  U.S.  to  look  toward  Asia  as  a 
market  for  American 
agricultural  products,  oil, 
wheat,  aircraft,  and  hi-tech 
equipment.  Recently,  Taiwan 
purchased  $2  million  worth  of 
environmental  monitoring 
equipment  from  Boston  area 
Thermal,  Inc. 

One  market  the  United  States 
has  long  depended  on—  scrap 
metal  disposal—  may  soon  be 
dwindling.  In  1989,  the  En¬ 
vironmental  Protection  Agency 
of  Taiwan  ordered  the  suspen¬ 
sion  of  scrap  metal  burning 
because  of  environmental 
damage.  The  United  States, 
however,  is  still  dumping  its 
scrap  metal  on  Taiwan,  accor¬ 
ding  to  a  report  in  the  November 
issue  of  Mother  Jones. 

Continued  on  Page  6 
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for  all  your 

banking  needs. 

No  matter  what  banking  services  you  need,  you’ll  find  them  all  at  BayBank: 

■  CHECKING,  NOW,  AND  SAVINGS  ACCOUNTS:  BayBank  has  a  full  range  of  checking  and 
savings  accounts,  including  Money  Market  Savings  —  which  pays  a  great  money  market  rate. 

■  LOANS  AND  CREDIT  CARDS:  The  convenience  of  instant  decisions  on  auto  loans, 
personal  loans,  home  improvement  loans,  and  credit  cards.  Just  call  1-800-RAY-FAST®  or 
visit  any  of  over  215  full-service  BayBank  offices. 

■  MORTGAGES:  With  our  wide  selection  of  fixed-  and  adjustable-rate  mortgages,  we’ll  help 
you  choose  the  one  that’s  right  for  you. 

■  24-HOUR  RANKING:  With  the  BayBank  Card,  you  get  the  unmatched  convenience  of 
24-hour  banking  at  more  than  1,000  X-Press  24®  banking  machines,  and  access  to  cash  at 
over  50,000  NYCE®  and  CIRRUS®  automated  tellers. 

■  SMALL  BUSINESS  SERVICES:  BayBank  can  help  your  small  business  with  a  complete  line 
of  services,  including  the  BayBank  Business  Card. 

See  why  more  people  find  everything  they’re  looking  for  at  BayBank.  For  more  information, 
visit  the  BayBank  office  nearest  you  or  call  the  BayBank  24-Hour  Customer  Service  Center. 

*Bayliank  checks  are  printed  with  your  name  and  address.  Retail  value  $9.25. 
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24-Hour  Customer  Service  Centers: 

BayBank  Boston  BayBank  Middlesex 

(617)648-8330  (617)387-1808 


Nobody  does  it  better. 
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Chinatown  Shootings 


•Continued  from  Page  1 


Behind  this  red  door  at  85A  Tyler  Street,  five  men  were  1 Wed  and  one  seriously  wounded  early  Jan. 
12.  photo/Ming  Yee  Sung 


Association,  located  at  90  Tyler  St.,  but 
also  more  Chinatown  leadership  that 
would  confront  the  gang  problem. 
“Gangs  are  so  well  established,  and  after 
years  of  complacency,  people  accept  the 
lack  of  leadership  and  things  as  they 
are.” 

Added  to  community  complacency, 
Louie  said,  is  the  city’s  attitude  that 
Chinatown  follows  a  moral  code  outside 
the  law.  “It  reminds  me  of  the  end  of  the 
movie  ‘Chinatown’  when  the  characters 
look  at  each  other  and  say,  ‘that’s 
Chinatown!’  ” 

Since  the  Essex  Street  fire  in  1989, 
which  destroyed  Ming’s  restaurant  and 
caused  a  ton  of  illegal  fireworks  to  ex¬ 
plode,  some  residents  have  complained 
about  the  city’s  “hands— off”  attitude 
toward  Chinatown.  The  police,  for  in¬ 
stance,  often  don’t  report  restaurant 
owners  who  remain  open  after  hours 
without  a  permit.  Smaller  violations, 
such  as  possession  of  fireworks,  or  illegal 
parking  are  often  ignored  as  well. 

One  solution,  offered  by  residents  and 
leaders  is  more  Asian  presence  on  the 
Boston  Police  force.  At  this  time,  Asian 
candidates  must  compete  with  Americans 
who  often  have  an  edge  in  language  and 
education. 


Van  Lan  Truong,  the  Vietnamese 
liaison  to  the  Mayor  who  has  been  talk¬ 
ing  with  Vietnamese  business  owners  in 
Chinatown  said  her  concern  was  the 
availability  of  guns  that  makes  “violence 
break  out  more  easily.”  One  victim, 
Chuong  Khang  Luu,  is  Vietnamese. 
Truong  was  reluctant  to  link  the  murders 
to  gang  activities  until  police  evidence 
proved  a  connection.  “There  are  no  well- 
organized  Vietnamese  gangs  that  I  know 
of.  There  are  individuals  acting  on  their 
own  behalf,  perhaps  young  people,  in¬ 
volved  in  activities  for  purely  economic 
reasons.” 

T  ike  Truong,  Joe  is  not  immediately 
inclined  to  link  the  murders  to  gang- 
related  activity.  “Yes,  it  was  a  gang-style 
execution,  but  until  the  proof  is  in,  I 
wouldn’t  want  to  say  gangs  are  necessari¬ 
ly  involved.”  Joe  has  requested  Police 
Commissioner  Francis  Roache  and  other 
police  officials  to  come  down  to 
Chinatown  and  discuss  crime  problems 
with  neighborhood  residents.  Police  of¬ 
ficials  said  they  would  come  down  no 
earlier  than  the  end  of  month,  Joe  said. 


Fires  — 

Continued  from  Page  1 

ing  building  to  save  his  daughters  and 
wife.  Firefighters  set  up  a  ladder  to  the 
third  floor,  where  Ou’s  family  lived,  but 
could  not  use  it  because  of  the  intense 
flames,  explained  Lowell  fire  department 
arson  inspector  Gerald  McCabe. 

McCabe  said  that  Ou’s  claim  was 
“understandable,  yet  the  fire  had  gained 
such  headway  it  made  conditions  unsafe 
to  enter  the  building.”  McCabe  said  that 
the  fire  had  “roared  for  half  an  hour 
before  anyone  reported  it.”  When  a  fire 
has  reached  that  intensity,  McCabe  ex¬ 
plained,  it  is  impossible  to  go  inside 
without  further  loss  of  life.  “People  don’t 
understand  the  power  of  fire.  On  TV, 
people  are  rescued,  but  this  gives  a  false 
impression  of  public  safety.  On  TV,  they 
have  a  script  to  save  people.  We  don’t 
have  a  script.  We  play  it  by  ear.” 

Shortly  after  the  Lowell  fire,  the  state 
fire  marshall  determined  it  was  caused  by 
arson.  Arson  investigators  suspect  it  was 
set  on  the  second  floor  back  porch  by  the 
tenants  in  an  attempt  to  avenge  the 
landlord  who  was  seeking  an  eviction. 
The  second  floor  tenants  were  suspected 
of  dealing  drugs,  and  one  of  them  had 
been  linked  to  another  suspicious  Lowell 
fire  last  year,  said  arson  squad  inspector 
Gerald  McCabe. 

Revere  Fire  Department  Captain  Fred 
Rappa  played  down  any  hint  of  racial 
motivation  in  the  Revere  fire,  ‘ ‘We  don’t 
see  any  racial  malice.  I  haven’t  seen  any 
in  the  eight  or  nine  years  I’ve  been  here.” 

Wind  and  dry  weather  stoked  flames 
that  leapt  diagonally  across  the  street, 
eventually  engulfing  another  house,  and 
causing  damage  to  a  house  at  20  Thornton 
Street,  one  block  from  Highland. 
Firetrucks  came  within  two  minutes 
after  receiving  the  call.  At  this  time,  there 
are  no  suspects.  Today,  only  an  empty 
lot  remains  where  the  three  buildings  us¬ 
ed  to  be.  The  house  on  Thornton  Street 
stands  minus  a  roof  and  third  floor.The 
Cambodian  tenants  are  living  with  friends 
or  relatives  or  in  shelters  in  East  Boston 
and  Lynn. 

At  this  point,  the  Revere  arson  in¬ 
vestigators  have  no  real  leads.  Three  ar¬ 
son  suspects  living  in  the  area  were  given 
polygraph  tests  which  turned  out 
negative,  and  three  more  will  be  tested 
soon,  said  Rappa. 

‘  ‘Arson  is  a  very  difficult  crime  to  pro¬ 
secute.  Only  15  percent  of  arson  related 
fires  are  solved,”  said  Rappa. 

Although  pinpointing  a  racial  motive 
behind  these  fires  is  difficult,  say  Cambo¬ 
dian  leaders,  the  community’s  long¬ 
standing  problems  with  housing  condi¬ 
tions  and  neighborhood  harrassment 
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make  life  in  Lowell,  Revere,  and  Chelsea 
not  only  unpleasant,  but  threatening. 

Highland  Ave.  in  Revere  is  a  long 
tree-lined  street  of  tight,  three-decker 
homes.  Many  of  Revere’s  2,000  Cambo- 
dians  live  on  Highland  Ave.,  near-by 
Thornton  Street  and  Shirley  Ave.,  the 
shopping  center  which  features  Khmer 
markets,  a  Cambodian  resaurant,  video 
store,  and  boutique.  Other  neighbors  are 
Latino,  African  American,  and  white. 

Last  year,  the  city  shut  down  the  34 
Highland  Ave.  building  where  the  fire 
started  and  moved  out  the  Asian  families 
because  of  poor  living  conditions,  a  com¬ 
mon  problem  on  Highland  Ave.,  said 
Sundara  Som,  the  Southeast  Asian  coor¬ 
dinator  with  the  Revere  Board  of  Health. 
At  40  Highland  Ave.,  next  door  to  the 
burned  out  buildings,  the  Asian  tenants’ 
problems  with  lead  paint  and  electrical 
wiring  were  ignored  by  the  landlord, 
even  though  he  was  notified  numerous 
times  by  the  Board  of  Health.  Som  said 
housing  conditions  are  a  problem  in  at 
least  50  percent  of  the  housing  stock  in 
Revere.  “The  owners  like  to  ignore  the 
problems,  or  they  blame  the  Asian 
tenants.  Of  course  it  is  easier  to  blame 
people  who  don’t  understand  the 
language,  or  don’t  have  much 
education.” 

The  blame  Cambodians  receive  is  often 
phrased  by  city  officials,  even  firefighters 
as  “too  much  overcrowding.”  However, 
according  to  Som’s  records  of  tenants  liv¬ 
ing  in  the  Highland  Ave.,  area,  most 
households  have  two  adults  and  no  more 
than  3-5  children.If  there  is  over¬ 
crowding,  it’s  very  little,  said  Som. 
“People  get  used  to  the  policy,  and  they 
know  they  have  to  check  in  with  the 
health  department  before  they  move  in.” 

The  fire  department  also  recognizes  the 
role  landlord  neglect  in  the  area  plays  in 
creating  fire  hazards. “We  knew  that  if  a 
fire  occurred  up  there  on  Highland  Ave., 
a  lot  of  lives  could  be  lost,”  said  Rappa. 
In  times  of  recession,  Rappa  added,  ir¬ 
responsible  landlords  may  turn  to  arson  in 
order  to  collect  insurance.  “In  the  next 
year,  we  may  see  more  fires.  Unfor¬ 
tunately,  with  recession  comes  arson.” 

Revere  Mayor  George  Colella  recently 
began  a  housing  inspection  program  in¬ 
volving  the  fire  department,  the  board  of 
health  and  the  building  inspector  to  look 
into  apartments  which  may  be  in  violation 
of  the  Revere  housing  code. 

What  haunts  Cambodians  living  in 
Revere  are  the  years  1985,  1986,  and 
1987  when  white  youths  set  fires  to 
homes  where  Cambodians  lived  on 
Shirley  Ave.  Those  responsible  for  the 
1985  and  1986  fires  were  sentenced,  but 
police  were  unable  to  prosecute  those 
who  started  the  two  1987  Christmas  Eve 
fires.  At  the  time,  the  arsonists  claimed 
that  Cambodians  were  moving  into  their 
neighborhood  and  taking  over  the 
business  district.  Som  believes  that  a 
similar  attitude  may  have  led  an  arsonist 
to  cause  the  near-by  Highland  Ave.  fire. 

According  to  Rappa,  the  Shirley  Ave. 
arsonists  would  have  been  angry  at  any 
new  community  moving  in  to  what  they 
perceive  as  their  “own  turf.”  Rappa 
declined  to  pinpoint  racism  as  a 
motivating  factor  in  those  80s  fires,  and 
described  the  arsonists  as  “limited  peo¬ 
ple  with  a  negative  attitude.”  Calling 
them  racists,  he  added,  would  be  “giving 
them  a  medal,  as  if  they’d  done 
something.” 


Correction: 

The  Wah  Lum  Kung  Fu 
Association  performed  the  Lion 
Dance  at  the  McDonald’s  open¬ 
ing  on  Dec.  27. 
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OPINION 


Exploding  Myths ,  Building  Pan- Asian  Unity 


by  Karin  Aguilar-San  Juan 

The  following  essay  is  based  on 
a  keynote  address  I  gave  at  the 
Tenth  Anniversary  of  Asian 
American  Awareness  Month  at 
Brown  University  (November 
1990).  I  was  asked  to  speak  on 
the  theme  ‘  ‘A  Collage  of  Expres¬ 
sion:  Recognizing  Our  Diversi¬ 
ty 

As  Asian  and  Asian  American 
people,  we  are  aware  of  our  race 
every  day  of  the  year.  We  live 
in  a  racist  society  that  lumps  all 
of  us  together  as  “Asian,”  leav¬ 
ing  us  to  bicker  among  ourselves 
about  who  is  Asian  and  who  is 
really  “Asian  American,”  as 
though  being  American  was 
something  we  had  reason  to 
claim.  When  the  term  “Asian 
American”  is  hyphenated  as 
“Asian- American”  ,  it  draws 
distinction^  on  the  basis  of  the 
intimacy— or  distance— with 
which  we  relate  to  Asian  life. 
Yet  the  term  “Asian”  is  not  one 
we’ve  chosen  for  ourselves;  we, 
our  ancestors,  came  from  the 
Asian  continent,  but  beyond 
that,  our  national  and  cultural 
identities  are  diverse.  For  exam¬ 
ple,  as  an  American-born 
Filipina,  there  is  very  little  I 
share  with  my  Cambodian  sister 
who  recently  arrived  in  this 
country  as  a  refugee.  Yet 
because  we  are  marginalized  in 
similar  ways  as  people  of  color, 
we  need  to  create  a  sense  of 
shared  identity  among 
ourselves.  Then,  we  will  be  bet¬ 
ter  equipped  to 

acknowledge— and  ap¬ 

preciate— the  richness  of  our 
cultures. 

We  need  desperately  to  con¬ 
front  the  racism  of  white  society 
and  the  racism  we  have  inter¬ 
nalized  among  ourselves.  At  the 
Tufts  University  Conference  on 
Asian  American  Women 
Writers  last  fall,  one  of  the 
panels  included  three  Asian 


women  and  one  white  man.  The 
mere  sight  of  these  panelists  in¬ 
furiated  me,  because  I  am  aware 
of  the  opportunities  white  men 
have  in  academia  to  show  their 
stuff,  and  the  very  few  such  op¬ 
portunities  that  are  afforded  to 
Asian  women.  Asian  American 
courses  have  been  part  of  the 
regular  curriculum  at  Tufts  for 

only  6  years;  white  men  have 
been  expounding  on  literature 
for  at  least  200.  I  wondered  if 
the  Tufts  organizers  thought  that 
the  participation  of  white 
academics  would  somehow 
boost  the  legitimacy  of  that 
gathering. 

But  what  was  truly  horrifying 
was  to  witness  a  student  praise 
and  thank  Donald  Goellnicht  for 
being  a  man,  even  a  “Caucasian 
man”  who  is  trying  to  unders¬ 
tand  how  a  woman  of  color 
feels.  My  first  reaction  was 
dismay;  after  all,  no  African 
American  woman  would  ever  be 
caught  dead  making  such  a 
remark.  It  seems,  in  moments 
like  this  one,  African  Americans 
have  developed  a  stronger  iden¬ 
tity  than  we  have. 

In  the  conference  program, 
Goellnicht  listed  Asian 
American  Writing  among  his 
research  interests,  along  with 
Romantic  Poetry,  and  Literary 
Theory.  As  far  as  I  am  aware,  he 
risks  nothing  by  becoming  a  so- 
called  expert  in  this  seemingly 
exotic  body  of  literature— and 
can  only  gain  credentials  by  do¬ 
ing  so.  Furthermore,  this  young 
man  is  building  his  academic 
career  more  or  less  at  his 
leisure:  no  one  restricts  his 
choice  of  academic  terrain. 

Goellnicht’s  candid  reply  hit 
the  nail  on  the  head.  He  said  that 
as  a  white  Canadian  man,  his 
study  of  writing  by  Asian 
women  is  “fraught  with  pro¬ 
blems  of  empire”— of  col¬ 
onialism  and  imperialism,  of  the 
need  for  white  people  to  take 
over  “once  again.”  But  his 


comment  was  a  small  consola¬ 
tion,  kind  of  like  GI  Joe  gently 
suggesting  to  Suzy  Wong  that 
he’s  not  giving  her  as  good  a 
deal  as  she  thinks. 

Given  the  fact  that  our 
political  consciousness  still 
reflects  centuries  of  colonial 
domination  by  white  im¬ 
perialists,  now  is  hardly  the  tim 
e  to  invite  white  people  to  speak 
to  our  experience  as  Asian  peo¬ 
ple.  The  fact  that  white  people 
can  become  recognized  “ex¬ 
perts”  on  our  experience  is 
evidence  of  the  race  privilege 
they  wield. 

Significantly,  later  in  that  con¬ 
ference,  up  and  coming  novelist 
Gish  Jen  pointed  out  that  Asians 
are  seen  as  experts  only  when 
they  speak  about  their  own 
heritage.  When  white  society  in¬ 
vites  Asian  people  to  speak,  they 
are  asked  to  confine  their  com¬ 
ment  to  their  own  particular 
culture. 

I  cannot  express  the  embar¬ 
rassment  I  felt  upon  learning  that 
the  student  who  made  this 
regrettable  comment  was  of 
Filipino  origin.  Realizing  this, 
centuries  of  colonial  domination 
flew  before  me.  I  would  like  to 
issue  a  disclaimer,  but  I  know  I 
can’t;  in  a  way,  I  am  responsible 
for  the  fact  that  in  1990  Filipinos 
are  still  saying  “thank  you”  to 
their  white  colonizers,  praising 
them  for  their  generosity  and 
benevolence  for  allowing  the 
Phillipines  to  make  the  transition 
from  an  outright  colony  to  a 
semi-sovereign  nation,  for  wag¬ 
ing  only  ten  bloody  years  of  war 
against  Filipino  nationalists.  I 
can’t  claim  to  be  free  from 
racism  and  colonialism  if  the 
Filipinos  around  me  are  still 
kowtowing  madly. 

We  urgently  need  to  challenge 
the  internalized  racism  that  in-' 
fects  our  consciousness.  One  of 
the  first  steps  toward  our 
politicization  as  Asian  people  is 
to  address  the  myth  that  we  are 
this  nation’s  “model  minority.” 
According  to  this  myth,  we  are 
no  longer  plagued  by  racism, 
and  are  now  partaking  of  the 
wealth  of  this  nation.  They  say 
we  boast  higher  incomes  than 
blacks  and  even  whites  because 
of  our  superior  work  ethic  and 
our  evidently  genetic  capacity  to 
follow  orders.  In  contrast  to  this 
myth,  we  know  that  higher 
household  incomes  among  Asian 
families  reflect  the  fact  that 


more  family  members  are  work¬ 
ing  for  pay  than  in  other  racial 
groups.  Asian  men  still  earn  on¬ 
ly  a  percentage  of  what  white 
men  do  at  the  same  jobs,  and  for 
some  Asian  groups,  the  poverty 
rate  due  to  these  inequities  is  ap¬ 
palling. 

Now  that  the  United  States  is 
witnessing  a  period  of  imperial 
decline— mitigated  momentarily 
by  its  current  buildup  to  war  in 
the  Persian  Gulf— and  now  that 
white  people  who  are  poor  (as 
well  as  brown,  yellow,  and 
black  people)  are  feeling  the 
heat,  the  model  minority  myth 
serves  to  uphold  a  racist  and  ex¬ 
clusively  status  quo.  And  as  long 
as  there  are  Asians  to  give  life  to 
that  myth— Asians  who  follow 
the  traditional  roads  to  success 
without  any  sense  of  respon¬ 
sibility  to  the  community  that 
nourished  them,  who  buy  luxury 
cars  and  memberships  to  posh 
clubs,  marry,  have  children,  and 
praise  Uncle  Sam  for  treating 
them  as  if  they  were  white— then 
that  myth  will  continue  to  break 
us  apart. 

The  truth  is  that  as  people  of 
color,  our  skin  is  a  constant 
visible  disruption  of  the  status 
quo,  affecting  our  daily  lives  in 
ways  you  can  barely  imagine  if 
you  are  white.  Finding  common 
ground  with  other  Asians  and 
Third  World  people  was,  and 
continues  to  be,  essential  to  my 
survival. 

Going  to  the  country  of  my 
parents’  birth  has  been  critical  to 
that  project.  In  1986,  I  visited 
Subic  Naval  base  as  one  part  of  a 
human  rights  tour  of  the  Phillip- 
pines.  Strolling  down 
Magsaysay  Blvd.  in  Olongapo, 
the  city  neighboring  the  base,  I 
ruminated  on  the  city’s 
nickname,  “City  of  Sin.”  It  was 
clear  that  only  a  small  accident 
of  fate  separated  me  from  the 
dark-skinned  women  I  passed  on 
that  street,  women  from  the 
countryside  who  have  packaged 
and  painted  themselves  and  are 
now  desparately  flagging  down 
navy  boys  to  offer  tham  a  cheap 
night  of  fun;  “Rest  and  Recrea¬ 
tion”  is  what  the  Navy  calls  it. 

On  the  street,  a  red  haired 
youth  brushed  by  me— he 
couldn’t  have  been  more  than  17 
years  old— and  he  bragged  to  his 
friend  about  all  the  “girls”  he’d 
have  while  he  was  at  port. 
Privately,  I  marveled  that  he 
could  have  been  my  high  school 
classmate.  While  the  seeds  of 
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militarism  were  probably  sowed 
in  him  as  a  child,  I  felt  saddened 
by  the  prospect  of  what  the  Navy 
would  now  do  to  his  mind,  and 
how  it  would  eventually  shape 
his  perception  of  Filipina 
women  just  like  me. 

My  awareness  as  a  Filipina 
has  been  rendered  more 
sophisticated  by  this  experience 
and  others.  As  a  lesbian,  also, 
parallel  experiences  have  af¬ 
fected  my  consciousness  and 
identity.  At  the  Tufts  conference 
on  Asian  American  Women 
Writers,  one  of  the  panelists  I 
know  to  be  a  lesbian  made  no 
public  mention  of  that  fact.  For 
the  most  part,  when  we--  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men—  choose  not 
to  talk  about  our  sexuality,  that 
choice  is  not  made  freely  but 
under  duress:  we  risk  losing  our 
jobs,  our  homes,  our  children, 
our  friends,  our  family.  For  thos 
of  us  who  are  Asian,  losing  con¬ 
nections  to  our  family  represents 
one  of  our  greatest  fears,  since 
in  this  white  society,  our  cultural 
identity  depends  precisely  on 
family  links.  Some  of  us  are 
forced  to  conclude  that  coming 
out  is  simply  not  worth  that 
price. 

This  woman’s  silence,  though 
it  represented  a  measure  of  safe¬ 
ty  for  her,  helped  keep  my  ex¬ 
periences  as  an  Asian  American 
lesbian  invisible.  Her  choice  to 
remain  in  the  closet  is  all  the 
more  ironic  when  I  consider  that 
Maxine  Hong  Kingston  had 
opened  the  morning  session  of 
the  conference  by  reading 
passages  from  her  latest  novel 
Tripmaster  Monkey  ,  whose 
Chinese  protagonist  is  named 
“Wittman”  after  Walt  Whit¬ 
man,  the  great  North  American 
poet.  Kingston  explained  that  the 
character  Wittman  came  to  her 
in  a  dream,  that  in  her  novel  she 
intended  to  celebrate  erotic  life- 
as  Whitman  did—  but  with  an 
Asian  American  twist.  She 
neglected  to  mention  that  Walt 
Whitman  was  gay  or  that  his 
homoerotic  poetry  is  an  impor¬ 
tant  landmark  in  gay  male 
history.  The  passage  she  read 
described  a  heterosexual  love 
scene  and  when  a  woman  in  the 
audience  later  asked  if  Wittman 
encounters  any  lesbians  or  gay 
men,  Kingston,  clearly  embar-  : 
rassed  by  her  own  omission,  : 
responded,  “I  don’t  . 
remember.” 

Continued  on  Page  6 
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New  Year  at  Children ’s  Museum 


Yao  U  of  Yao  Li’s  Kung  Fu  Academy  will  perform  at  the  Children ’s  Museum 
during  the  Chinese  New  Year  Celebration 


The  Chinese  New  Year  is  a 
time  for  renewal  and  hopes  for  a 
better  life  and  success  in  the 
coming  year.  The  Children’s 
Musuem  will  present  a  special 
celebration  of  the  Chinese  New 
Year,  filled  with  activities, 
games,  and  performances.  The 


program  welcomes  the  New 
Year  on  Sunday,  Feb. 3,  from  11 
am  to  4  pm. 

The  Children’s  Museum 
celebration  of  the  Chinese  New 
Year  will  focus  on  Chinese  arts. 
Visitors  can  see  a  demonstration 
of  traditional  painting  by  Son- 


Mey  Chiu.  A  display  of  tiny  folk 
art  figurines  made  of  dough  will 
be  on  exhibit  and  a  represen¬ 
tative  from  the  Chinese  Culture 
Connection  will  demonstrate 
how  these  beautiful  sculptures 
are  made.  Also,  paintings  by 
children  from  the  People’s 
Republic  of  China  will  be  on 
display.  Visitors  can  listen  to 
Chinese  music  played  on  tradi¬ 
tional  Chinese  instruments  by 
the  Greater  Boston  Chinese 
Cultural  Association’s  Chinese 
Music  Ensemble.  Master  Yao  Li 
of  Yao  Li’s  Kung  Fu 
Academy  will  welcome  in  the 
New  Year  with  an  exciting  per¬ 
formance  of  a  traditional 
Chinese  lion  dance  followed  by 
a  martial  arts  demonstration. 

In  addition  to  art  displays  and 
performances,  many  fascinating 
activities  are  planned  throughout 
the  Chinese  New  Year  celebra¬ 
tion  at  the  The  Children’s 
Museum.  Have  your  name 
translated  into  Chinese  and  writ¬ 
ten  out  in  Chinese  calligraphy. 
Make  magical  creations  from 
folded  paper  with  Dr.  Chang 
and  learn  your  animal  zodiac 
sign.  Watch  an  authentic 
Chinese  New  Year  celebration 
in  “First  Moon,”  a  movie 
depicting  a  lunar  New  Year 
celebration  in  a  contemporary 
North  China  Village.  Many 
more  Chinese  games,  crafts,  and 
activities  will  be  going  on 
throughout  the  day. 

The  Children’s  Museum  is  at 
300  Congress  St.,  a  short  walk 
from  South  Station  and  Faneuil 
Hall  Marketplace.  The  Museum 
is  open  Tuesday  through  Sun¬ 
day,  10  am  to  3  pm, -Fridays  un¬ 
til  9  pm.  Closed  Mondays  ex¬ 
cept  Boston  school  vacations  and 
holidays.  Admission  is  $5  for 
children  (2-15)  and  seniors;  $6 
for  other  adults;  one  year  old  are 
$2.  Fridays  from  5  to  9  pm,  ad¬ 
mission  is  $1.  Children  under 
one  are  always  free.  For  more 


information,  call  426-8855. 

Chinese  New  Year  Activities: 
11:30  am:  Listen  to  Chinese 
music  performed  by  the  The 
Chinese  Traditional  Music 
Ensemble  of  the  Greater 
Boston  Chinese  Cultural 
Association. 

12-1  pm:  Son-Mey  Chiu  will 
demonstrate  the  art  of  tradi¬ 
tional  Chinese  painting. 

1  pm:  Watch  an  exciting  Lion 
Dance  and  Martial  Arts 
demonstration  by  Master  Yao 
Li  of  the  Wah  Lum  Kung  Fu 
Academy. 


by  Ed  Mclnnis 

New  Japanese  Voices:  The 
Best  Contemporary  Fiction 
from  Japan 

Edited  by  Helen  Mitsios 
Atlantic  Monthly  Press,  $18.95, 
Feb. 

Fiction  is  alive  and  well  in 
Japan,  according  to  novelist  Jay 
Mclnemey  who  introduces  this 
collection  of  12  stories  by 
prizewinning  authors.  Full  of 
verve  are  “The  Imitation  of 
Leibniz,”  a  baseball  tale  by 
Genichiro  Takahashi;  “On  a 
Moonless  Night,”  a  horror  story 
by  Sei  Takekawa  and  “The  Un- 
sinkable  Molly  Brown,”  a  com¬ 
edy  about  a  seriously  overweight 
person  who  takes  up  scuba  div¬ 
ing.  Lively  and  animated. 


Bamboo  Shoots  After  the 
Rain:  Contemporary  Stories 
by  Women  Writers  of  Taiwan 
Edited  by  Ann  C.  Carver  and 
Sung-sheng  Yvonne  Chang 
Feminist  Press,  $14.95,  Jan. 


2-3  pm:  The  Chinese  Cultural 
Connection  will  demonstrate 
how  to  make  tiny  folk  art 
figurines  which  will  be  on 
display  thorughout  the  day. 

2-4pm:  Learn  the  art  of 
Chinese  paper  folding  with  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Chang. 

3  pm:  Watch  “First  Moon,”  a 
film  showing  an  authentic 
Chinese  New  Year  celebration 
in  a  contemporary  North 
China  Village. 


Fiction  is  also  alive  and  kick¬ 
ing  in  Taiwan,  where  these 
stories  vibrate  with  the  turned- 
up  tempo  of  today.  Filled  with 
tragic  vitality  are  “The  After- 
math  of  The  Death  of  a  Junior 
High  Coed,”  in  which  a  naive 
teenage  girl  seeks  to  convince  a  v  , 
teenage  boy  that  she  is  sexually 
knowledgable,  and  “Chairman 
Mao  is  a  Rotten  Egg,”  wherein 
a  child’s  unthinkng  joke 
precipitates  a  nightmare  for  his 
parents.  Vivified  with  the 
energy  of  a  society  trying  to  find 
itself.  Carver  ia  an  English  pro¬ 
fessor  at  the  Univ.  of  North 
Carolina  and  Chang  is  assistant 
professor  of  Oriental  Languages 
and  Literature  at  the  Univ.  of 
Texas. 

From  the  Lanai  and  Other 
Hawaii  Stories 
by  Jessica  Kawasuna  Saiki 
New  Rivers  Press,  $7.95,  Feb. 

These  17  stories  bring  to  life 
the  Japanese-American  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  small  Hawaiian 
town  of  Lunalilo.  Saiki  animates 
the  incubus  of  racial  prejudice 
smothering  both  Japanese  and 
whites  and  illustrates  the  stone- 
cold  hopes  of  people  trapped  in 
dead-end  jobs  or  loveless  lives. 

For  example,  in  one  story ,Hatsu 
Sugai  is  spumed  by  two  suitors 
when  they  discover  that  Sugai ’s 
parents  committed  suicide. 
Despite  the  negativity,  however, 
most  of  Saiki ’s  characters  find 
reasons  to  keep  on  drawing 
breath. 

Self  Portraits 

by  Osamu  Dazai,  trans.  by 
Ralph  F.  McCarthy 
Kodansha,  $18.95,  Jan. 

Dazai  is  no  longer  alive  and 
kicking,  having  killed  himself  in 
a  suicide  pact  with  his  lover  in 
1948,  but  these  20  stories  still 
strike  a  spark.  The  enfant  terri¬ 
ble  of  Japanese  literature  shock¬ 
ed  his  country  in  the  early 
1930s.  Filled  with  “a  horrible 
sense  of  dread  at  having  an 
unmerited  fortune,”  Dazai  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  scandal  to  scandal 
-alcoholic  escapades,  morphine 
addiction,  wild  affairs,  suicide 
attempts  -  and  then  wrote 
critically-acclaimed  stories 
about  them.  Audacious  and 
vivacious. 

Hong  Kong  Women  in 
Publishing  welcomes  cor¬ 
respondence  and  visitors.  For 
more  information,  call  Robyn 
Flemming  of  Wordswork 
Limited  at  852-845-0099,  or  fax 
to  852-521-8452. 


BUSINESS  OPPORTUNITY 

FINANCIAL 

SERVICES 

National  financial  services  firm  is  plan¬ 
ning  to  add  individual  to  specialize  in 
business  &  personal  financial  services. 
Person  selected  could  expect  3  yr.  for¬ 
mal  training  and  development  pro¬ 
gram  administered  by  a  professional 
staff.  Completed  fringe  benefits  &  in¬ 
come  between  $40K  &  $75K  during 
training,  based  on  commission  & 
training  bonus,  unlimited  thereafter. 
Applicants  should  have  background  in 
business,  education,  or  sales,  and  be  a 
high  achiever.  Applicant  must  also 
possess  excellent  communication 
skills  and  ability  to  learn  and  apply 
complex  ideas  and  concepts  in  taxa¬ 
tion,  investment,  real  estate,  and  in¬ 
surance. 

Send  resume  to: 

Jonathan  Phan 
Human  Resources  Dept. 
Watermill  Center 
800  South  Street,  Suite  600 
Waltham,  MA  02154 
or  call  (617)  647-4100  ext.  227 


TECHNICAL  OPERATOR 

F/T  Tues-Sat  Midnight  to  8  am.  Opening  for 
quality  minded  individual  with  3  years  broad¬ 
cast  production  experience.  Duties  include 
master  control  operation,  transmitter  monitor¬ 
ing  &  studio  production.  Strong  camera  and 
editing  skills  a  plus.  EOE.  Send  resume  to: 
WHSH  TV  66,  71  Parmenter  Road,  Hudson, 
MA  01749  or  fax  to:  (508)  562-0660 


OFFICE  MANAGER 

The  Gardner  Museum  seeks  an  experienced  of¬ 
fice  manager.  This  new  position,  which  includes 
responsibility  for  the  smooth  daily  operations  of 
the  Museum  administrative  offices,  reports  to 
the  Finance  Director.  The  successful  candidate 
will  be  a  discreet,  flexible  self-starter  with 
demonstrated  ability  to  work  quickly,  accurately 
and  independently.  Office  management  or 
similar  supervisory  experience  required,  as  is 
experience  with  word  processing  and  spread¬ 
sheet  software.  Experience  on  a  Mac  network 
and  with  Pagemaker  a  plus. 

Qualified  individuals  are  invited  to  submit  cover 
letter,  resume  and  three  references  to  Director’s 
Office,  Gardner  Museum,  2  Palace  Road, 
Boston  MA  02115.  No  phone  calls  please.  The 
Gardner  Museum  is  an  equal  opportunity 
employer. 


Fiction  Alive  in  Taiwan, 
Japan,  Hawaii 
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ARTS 

Chinese  Culture  Institute  Ex¬ 
hibit:  Liang  Zhoshu’s  prize¬ 
winning  allegorical  paintings  of 
western  mythology  will  be  on 
exhibit  until  Jan.  25  at  the 
Chinese  Culture  Institute  at  276 
Tremont  St. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

ABCD  Fuel  Assistance  Pro¬ 
gram  Apply  now  for  the 
1990-91  heating  season.  Low  in¬ 
come  residents  of  Boston, 
Brookline,  and  Newton  are  en¬ 
couraged  to  apply.  Call 
357-6000  for  income  guidelines. 
Program  ends  March  31. 

Jan.  2-Jan.  8  (3  pm  to  5:30 
pm):  Registration  for 
Children’s  Swim  Lessons  Ses¬ 
sions  beginning  at  the  Quincy 
Community  School  on  Jan.  9 
and  continuing  each  Wednesday 
until  Feb.27,  from  4  pm  to  5. 
pm.  Cost  will  be  $30  per  child, 
and  each  additional  member  will 
be  $5  less.  Classes  are  held  on  a 
first-come,  first-serve  basis  and 
are  limited  to  8  children  per 
class.  For  more  info,  call: 
426-6660. 

Jan.  19:  Chinese-American 
Oral  History  Project  Training 
Workshop  At  Radcliffe  College 
from  9:30  am  to  1  pm.  For  more 
information,  call  Caroline 
Chang  at  298-0811. 

Jan.  20:  Japanese  New  Year  at 
the  Children’s  Musuem 
Oshogatsu  ,  the  Japanese  New 
Year  is  the  most  important 
seasonal  event  in  Japan.  The 
Children’s  Museum  and  the 
Japanese  Language  School  will 
celebrate  the  “Year  of  the 
Sheep”  activities  such  as  bad¬ 
minton,  fortune  telling, 
calligraphy,  origami  and  much 
more.  Activities  begin  at  1 1  am 
and  continue  until  3  pm.  300 
Congress  St.,  Boston.  $5  for 
children;  $6  for  adults;  one-year 
olds  are  $2.  Children  under  one 
are  free.  For  more  information, 
call  426-8855. 

Jan.  26:  Vision  for  a  Better 

Way  Citywide  conference  on 
Boston  Public  Schools  to  help 
parents  prepare  for  their  new 
decision  making  roles  in  the 
Boston  Public  Schools.  From 
8:30  am  to  3  pm  at  the  Hubert 
Humphrey  Occupational  Center, 
Madison  Park,  75  New  Dudley 
St.,  Roxbury,  Ma.  02119.  The 
goal  of  the  conference  is  to 
enhance  educational  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  students  by  utilizing 
community  resources,  en¬ 
couraging  more  parent  involve¬ 
ment,  and  strengthening  ties  bet¬ 
ween  parents  and  teachers.  Con¬ 
ference  is  open  to  the  public  and 
is  sponsored  by  the  Citywide 
Educational  Coalition,  Citywide 
Parents  Council,  Latino  Parents 
Council  and  The  Urban  League 
of  E.  Mass.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  Sonny  Roberts  at 
726-6200,  Ex.  5824  or 


720-0370. 

Jan.  26:  Mass.  Asian 
American  Educators  Associa¬ 
tion  General  Meeting:  At  the 
University  of  Mass.,  Wheatley 
Hall,  Room  004,  Harbor  Cam¬ 
pus,  9:30  am.  The  purpose  of 
the  meeting  is  to  provide  Asian 
American  educators  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  meet  each  other  and 
build  a  dialogue.  Terry  Kwan, 
Brookline  School  Committee 
member,  and  Michael  Fung, 
superintendent  of  the  Boston 
Public  High  School  Zone  are  in¬ 
vited  to  speak  on  “Educational 
Challenges  of  the  1990s.” 
Members  of  the  association  will 
also  discuss  their  mission  and 
bylaws,  and  their  current  work. 
Open  to  everyone;  free. 

Jan.  23,  24:North  Zone  Tour 
Days  Parents  can  visit  each  of 
the  31  schools  in  the  north  zone 
to  meet  teachers  and  principals 
to  see  them  at  work.  Beginning 
on  Feb.  25,  1991,  parents 
should  register  their  children  for 
school.  Families  living  in  the 
North  Zone  have  a  choice  of  26 
elementaty  and  5  middle 
schools.  Free  transportation  will 
be  provided  on  Jan.  23  and  24. 
Parents  may  board  a  bus  at  any 
North  Zone  School  and  rise  to 
any  other  North  Zone  School. 
Buses  will  leave  every  ten 
minutes.  For  more  information, 
call  426-5552. 

Jan.  20:  Celebrate  World 
Religion  Day  with  the  Baha’is 
Dr.  Christopher  Queen,  Lec¬ 
turer  on  Religion  for  Harvard 
University  will  speak  on:  “Dr. 
Ambedkar  &  the  Un¬ 
touchables:  Redefining  Bud¬ 
dhist  Liberation.”  Open  to  the 
public.  At  7:30  pm.  The 
Baha’i  Center,  495  Columbus 
Ave.  (corner  of  Rutland 
Square),  Boston. 

Jan.  21:  Tribute  to  Dr.  Martin 
Luther  King,  Jr.  From  3  to  5 
pm.  Interfaith  prayers, 
spirituals,  youth  recitation  of 
Dr.  King’s  “I  Have  a  Dream” 
speech.  James  Reed  will  recount 
memories  of  the  Civil  Rights 
movement  and  Dr.King  through 
a  slide  presentation.  Free  to  the 
public.  The  Baha’i  Center,  495 
Columbus  Ave. 

Jan  24:  Chinese  New  Year 
Celebration:  At  7  pm  Celebrate 
the  Chinese  New  Year  with  a 
slide  show  on  railing  through 
China.  Sponsored  by  American 
Youth  Hostels.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  call  Richard  Motz, 
396-1114. 

Jan.  25:  Movie  at  the 
US/China  People’s  Friendship 
Association:  “Brother  Echo” 
(1981).  When  a  spoiled  city  kid 
visits  his  parents,  who  are  work¬ 
ing  in  a  rural  area  in  Yunnan 
Province,  he  complains  about 
everything.  Nevertheless,  the 
local  residents  are  kind  to  him 
and  eventually  change  his 
critical  opinion  of  the  coun¬ 
tryside.  At  the  USCPF  office. 


720  Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge, 
Ma.  02139. 

CCBA-Tufts  University 
Scholarship  Fund  will  be 
awarded  to  members  of  Tufts- 
Asian  students. 

Students  applying  for  admis¬ 
sion  as  freshmen  in  September 
of  this  year  and  students  in  up- 
perclasses  may  apply. 

Eligibility  and  Requirements: 
Admission  to  Tufts  University 
as  a  full-time  undergraduate  stu¬ 
dent; 

Asian/Pacific  Islander  heritage 
(as  defined  by  the  United  States 
Census  Bureau); 

Residency  in  the  City  of  Boston 
within  zip  codes  02111,  02116, 
02118,  02134  &  02135; 

Copy  of  the  Financial  Aid  Form 
submitted  to  the  College  Board 
demonstrating  financial  need  for 
the  CCBA-Tufts  Scholarship; 
Completion  of  the  CCBA-Tufts 
Scholarship  application; 

Letters  of  recommendation  (one 
of  which  must  be  from  a  high 
school  teacher  and  one  from  so¬ 
meone  other  than  a  family 
member);  and 

An  interview  with  members  of 
the  CCBA-Tufts  Scholarship 
Committee. 

Application  forms  are  available 
at  the  CCBA,  90  Tyler  St., 
Boston,  Ma,  02111,  through 


March  22nd.  The  deadline  for 
all  applications  is  April  5th.  For 
additional  information,  call  My 
Wu  at  the  CCBA:  542-2574  or 
542-2578. 

Multilingual  HELP-Line  pro¬ 
vides  telephone  information  and 
adresses  questions  regarding 
AIDS,  immigration  and  citizen- 
ship.Call  (508)  688-HELP  for 
assistance  in  Spanish,  Viet¬ 
namese,  Khmer,  Arabic,  Hindi, 
Tamil,  French,  Malay,  Thai, 
Gujarathi,  and  Laotian. 

Chang  Continued  from  Page  2 

The  article  states  that  70  per¬ 
cent  of  scrap  metal  coming  to  the 
•  Kaohsiung  Harbor  in  Taiwan  is 
from  the  United  States.  Even 
though  Taiwan  has  tried  to  deter 
scrap  metal  burning,  which 
emits  harmful  PCBs  and  other 
toxins,  the  United  States  claims 
that  Taiwan  must  accept  the 
metal  because  of  free  trade  laws. 

Chang  did  not  see  the  issue  as 
one  which  could  not  be  resolved. 
Taiwan  could  offer  to  buy  a  Boe¬ 
ing  jet  instead  of  the  scrap  metal, 
a  solution  which  would  benefit 
both  the  United  States  and 
Taiwan,  Chang  said.  “This  is  a 
small  problem  that  can  be 
cleared  up.  The  United  States 
can  easily  ship  the  scrap  metal  to 
other  countries  in  the  third 
world.” 


MAINTENANCE 

PERSON 

Apartment  complex  in  Hyde  Park  needs  maintenance 
person  with  experience  in  plumbing,  electrical  and 
carpentry  repair.  Must  share  on-call  duty.  Excellent  salary 
and  benefits. 

Call  364-5277 

An  Equal  Opportunity  Employer 


Federally  Funded  Position 
with  the 
Massachusetts 
Department  of  Education 
DIRECTOR 
CHAPTER  I  OFFICE 

Applications  are  now  being  taken  for  a 
federally  funded  managerial  position  in 
our  Quincy  office.  The  Director  of 
Chapter  1  will  develop  and  implement 
policies,-  regulations  and  guidelines  for 
over  300  Chapter  1  programs,  facilitate 
technical  assistance;  evaluate  program 
quality;  provide  support  and  leadership 
to  staff;  represent  the  Department  at 
various  forums.  Requires  out-of-state 
travel  several  times  a  year.  Applicants 
must  have  five  years  SUPERVISORY 
OR  MANAGERIAL  experience  in 
business/public  administration  or 
business  management,  one  year  must 
have  been  managerial.  Prefer  ad¬ 
ministrative  abilities  in  fiscal  procedures, 
grants  management  and  working  with 
regulations  as  well  as  experience  in 
policy  development,  program  and 
school  improvement,  needs  assessment 
and  program  evaluation.  Salary: 
$42,466  —  $53,190.  Deadline  for  ap¬ 
plication  is  January  28,  1991.  For  ap¬ 
plication  call  (617)  770-7335. 

An  Equal  Opportunity  /Affirmative  Ac¬ 
tion  Employer.  Females,  Minorities, 
Vietnam  era  Veterans  and  disabled  per¬ 
sons  are  encouraged  to  apply. 


Pan-Asian  Unity 

Continued  from  Page  4 

I  believe  that  Asian  lesbians 
and  gay  men  are  a  tremendous 
asset  to  the  Asian  American 
community.  We  challenge  the 
silences  around  sexuality  and 
personal  life,  and  we  are 
creating  an  Asian  American 
language  that  can  accomodate 
our  experiences.  As  women,  we 
offer  positive  models  of  in¬ 
dependence  in  a  society  that 
denigrates  self-sufficient 
women.  Importantly,  gay  men 
offer  a  re-definition  of 
masculinity  so  urgently  needed 
given  the  so-called  emasculation 
of  the  Asian  male. 

The  legacies  we  carry  as 
Filipinos,  Cambodians, 
Koreans,  Asian  Indians, 
Chinese,  or  Japanese  make  us 
separate  and  distinct.  In  our  ef¬ 
fort  to  build  pan-Asian  unity,  we 
must  not  gloss  over  those  impor¬ 
tant  differences.  Giving  voice  to 
those  specific  legacies  and  the 
way  they  shape  our  contem¬ 
porary  lives  is  key  to  our 
solidarity—  and  empowerment— 
as  an  Asian  community. 

(Karin  Aguilar-San  Juan  writes 
frequently  for  Sampan,  and  she 
is  a  member  of  the  South  End 
Press  collective.  Her 

essay/keynote  address  appears 
in  its  entirety  in  the  Janurary 
issue  of  Sojourner:  The 
Women’s  Forum  ,  42  Seavems 
Ave. ,  Jamaica  Plain,  Ma. 
02130.) 
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verified  as  needed. 

Advertising  Rates:  $8  per  column 
inch,  $130  per  quarter  page,  $240 
per  half  page  and  $450  per  full 
page.  There  are  surcharges  for 
translation  and/or  typesetting.  Dis¬ 
counts  are  available  for  long  term 
advertisers. 

The  Sampan  is  mailed  free  within 
the  U.S.  upon  request  via  third 
class  postage  (a  $15  donation  is  re¬ 
quested  per  year  to  pay  for  bulk 
rate  mailing  and  $30  for  1st  Class 
mailing). 
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REQUEST  FOR 
QUOTATION 

The  Boston  Water  and  Sewer  Commission  in¬ 
vites  quotations  from  qualified  mail  houses  to 
provide  services  for  1991. 

The  quotation  submitted  should  include  pro¬ 
viding  the  following  services  for  1991: 

1.  Pick  up  bills  at  425  Summer  Street 

2.  Trim,  Burst,  Fold  bill  stock 

3.  Insert  2-3  pieces  into  a  No.  10  envelope 

4.  Assemble  “multi-clock”  accounts 

5.  Insert  2-3  pieces  into  a  No.  10  envelope 

6.  Presort,  Meter,  and  deliver  to  post  office 

In  addition  to  these  basic  services,  please  pro¬ 
vide  a  quotation  on  the  cost  of  storing  at  your 
facility  a  six  month  supply  of  No.  9  and  No.  10 
envelopes,  plus  any  inserts  to  be  used  in  a 
specific  quarter.  Also,  please  quote  on  the  cost 
of  imprinting  the  current  water  arid  sewer  rates 
on  the  back  of  each  bill  in  a  space  provided. 

Quantity  is  approximately  90,000  bills  per 
quarter. 

Interested  firms  should  contact  Nora  Ulatowski, 
Manager  of  Billings  &  Adjustments,  for 
quidelines  and  samples.  Quotations  must  be 
submitted  no  later  than  January  29,  1991, 
4:00  p.m.  Address  all  quotations  to  Boston 
Water  and  Sewer  Commission,  425  Summer 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02210.  Attention:  John 
Flynn,  Purchasing  Manager. 

Quotations  should  meet  the  following  re¬ 
quirements: 

*  Must  include  prompt  service  and  delivery  to 
post  office. 

• 

*  Must  indicate  three  references  for  whom 
similar  work  has  been  performed. 

*  Must  include  total  cost  for  above  services  on  a 
quarterly  basis. 

The  BWSC  ft  an  Equal  Opportunity  (EEO)  Af¬ 
firmative  Action  (AA)  Employer.  Minority  and 
Women  Owned  Business  Enterprises  are  en¬ 
couraged  to  apply. 
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CHILD  CARE  CAREERS  INSTITUTE 


An  innovative  project  funded  by  the  United  Way,  located  at 
Wheelock  College,  designed  and  guided  by  a  35  member 
community  advisory  board.  Positions  available  immediately, 
funded  tor  three  years.  Candidates  providing  cultural,  ethnic 
diversity  enc.  to  apply. 

Program  Manager 

Help  launch  training  and  policy  institute  for  child  care  profession¬ 
als.  Organize  information  clearinghouse.  Oversee  design  and 
publication  of  training  directories.  Manage  and  monitor  com¬ 
munity  based  training  projects.  Requires  experience  and  knowl¬ 
edge  of  Mass,  child  care  system  and  services;  experience  with 
computer  systems  and  data  bases;  background  in  program 
management  and  evaluation.  S28K-30K.  Master's  preferred. 

Secretary/Administrative  Assistant 

Exciting  opportunity  for  recent  human  services  grad,  with  computer 
skills  to  get  broad  exposure  to  child  care  and  higher  ed  fields  and 
make  a  real  contribution.  Help  organize  new  child  care  training 
institute.  Set  up  office,  files,  and  procedures.  Handle  extensive 
word  processing  and  data  base  management.  Assist  with  publi¬ 
cation  design  and  format.  Requires  excellent  organizational, 
interpersonal,  word  processing  and  data  entry  skills.  60  wpm 
accurate.  S20K-22K.  Bachelor's  preferred. 

Wheelock  College  and  the  Child  Care  Institute  require  serious 
commitment  to  racial  and  ethnic  diversity.  Submit  resume  and 
cover  letter  stating  position  of  interest  by  2/1/91  to: 
Exec.  Dir.,  Child  Care  Careers  Institute,  Wheelock  College,  200 The 
Riverway,  Boston,  MA  02215. 

Wheefock  College  is  an  Equal  Opportunity/ 

Affirmative  Action  Employer. 

Wheelock 
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Commercial  Space 

1381  Square  feet  of  commercial  store 
front  space  available  at  Mass.  Pike 
Towers.  330  Tremont  Street  in  Boston. 
For  information,  call  Colleen  Moynihan 
at  426-6165. 


BOURNE 

Canalside  Apts,  is  now  accepting  applications 
for  spacious,  split-level  one,  two,  three  and  four 
bedroom  apts.  Scenic  view,  serene  country  at¬ 
mosphere.  Starting  at  $464,  heat  included. 

Equal  Opportunity  Housing 
Financed  by  Mass.  Housing  Finance  Agency 


Call  (508)  888-3608 


Are  you  interested  in  a  university  education  but  unsure  of  your 
abilities  and  goals?  Do  you  feel  you  need  to  improve  your  academic 
skills  or  your  proficiency  in  English  before  beginning  your  uni¬ 
versity  studies? 

We  can  help  you  prepare  for  enrollment  at  UMass/Boston  through 
our  Developmental  Studies  Program.  It’s  designed  for  people 
who  don’t  have  the  usual  preparation  for  admission  to  the  University 
but  do  have  the  ability  and  desire  to  make  the  most  of  the 
opportunities  we  offer. 

The  program  requires  you  to  take  six  weeks  of  special  summer 
courses.  You’ll  have  to  work  hard,  but  you’ll  be  working  with  people 
who  know  you  can  succeed  if  you  really  try.  They’ll  guide  you  as 
you  learn  more  about  your  abilities,  polish  your  skills,  and  plan 
your  schedule  for  the  upcoming  fall.  And  once  you  pass  those 
summer  courses,  you’ll  be  admitted  to  UMass/Boston’s  College 
of  Arts  and  Sciences. 

To  learn  more  about  this  program,  just  attend  an  information 
session,  held  every  Tuesday  at  1pm  and  6pm  in  our  Admissions 
Office.  Take  the  Red  Line  to  JFK/UMass  Station  and  our  free 
shuttle  bus  to  the  Harbor  Campus.  Please  call  us  to  reserve 
space  in  a  session,  or  to  obtain  more  information,  at  287-6000. 

The  application  deadline  is  May  1. 


UM  ass 
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Greaf  Space  In  Chinatown! 

1917  sq-  ft.  office  space:  hardwood 
firs.,  high  ceilings,  sunny;  includes 
freight  elevator.  Ideal  location. 

A  steal  at  $6.38/sq.  ft! 

Call  522-1259 
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S  -  C  MANAGEMENT 

is  presently  accepting  applications  for  wait  list  status  at  the 
following  developments. 


BURBANK  GARDENS 
Boston  Symphony  Hall 
Studio/1  BR  apartments, 
$412-$680. 

Mod  K  &  B,  hw  floors,  elev. 
Indry,  heated. 


PAUL  REVERE  COURTS 
Boston,  N.  End 
Studio/1  BR  apts.  $427-$788. 
Mod.,  w/w  elev. 

Indry,  heated. 


MARTENSEN  VILLAGE 
Quincy  near  center 
mod.,  3  &  4BR  twnhses. 

$770-$1253. 
w/den.  IV2  Baths,  A/C. 
w-d  hook-up.  Heated. 

These  developments  are  financed  by  the  MHFA  and  all  apartments  are 
available  on  an  equal  occupancy  basis.  For  further  information  call 
783-0047. 


A  Housing  Opportunity 
in  Historic  STOW 

Set  on  a  hillside  overlooking  woodlands  and  farms,  Pilot 
Grove  takes  its  place  as  the  first  mixed  income  apartment 
community  in  historic,  charming  Stow,  Massachusetts.  At 
Pilot  Grove  you’ll  live  just  a  brief  walk  from  the  village 
center  and  a  six-minute  drive  from  Route  495.  Ready  for 
occupancy  by  singles  and  families  in  March,  1991.  To 
turn  your  dream  of  relaxed  country  living  into  a  reality, 
please  call  us  at:  (508)  897-0313 
22  apartments  (1  one-bedroom,  14  two-bedroom,  and  6 
three-bedroom)  are  designated  to  be  rented  by  low  in¬ 
come  households  holding  certificates  or  vouchers  (Sec¬ 
tion  8  or  Chapter  707) . 

To  find  out  more  about  Pilot  Grove  and  apply,  come  see 
us  at  Plantation  Apartments,  Johnston  Way  (off  Rte. 
117)  Stow.  Mon,  Tues,  Wed.  Fri,  and  Sat.,  8-4  PM  and 
by  appointment,  Tel.  508-897-0313. 

J^J  Financed  by:  Massachusetts  Housing  Finance  Agency  (=} 
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